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Grant Application Form 2025-2026


Introduction

Thank you for your interest in applying to our grant funding round.

Aligned with our 2025-2030 research strategy, this grant call invites research proposals exploring the lifetime impacts of meningitis. These catalytic grants are designed to support the generation of preliminary data that can be used to underpin future, larger-scale funding applications.

This opportunity is open to Lead Applicants at UK-based and Low- and Middle-Income Country (LMIC)-based organisations at any career-stage and we especially encourage early-career Lead Applicants. We welcome Co-Applicants and collaborators from anywhere in the world, except for mainland China and areas subject to UK sanctions. 

This application form contains guidance within each section, and we have created further guidance for specific sections to help ensure your proposal meets our evaluation criteria. Our goal is to make the process clear and accessible.

You can download a PDF version of the guidance here: Guidance for grant round applicants 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact our Research Team at researchteam@meningitis.org.
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[bookmark: _Toc219359484]Project details 


Applicants will be informed of the outcome of their submission by the end of June 2026, with grant award letters expected within three months thereafter. Please consider this timeline when planning project activities and staff recruitment.

	Project title (max 120 characters) 
	

	Proposed start date
	

	Duration / months (max. 18 months)
	

	Total funding requested /£ GBP (max. £50,000)
	



Project Classification
Please select all topic areas that your project addresses. These categories help us to understand the focus of your research, alignment with our strategic priorities, and to select peer reviewers with the relevant expertise.

	Cognitive, developmental, or neurological impacts
	☐

	Mental health and emotional wellbeing
	☐

	Education, employment, and social inclusion
	☐

	Economic burden and healthcare access
	☐

	Family and bereavement impacts
	☐

	Lived experience-led research or co-production
	☐

	Other
	☐



If Other, please specify here: 


[bookmark: _Toc219359485]Scientific Abstract (max. 250 words)
Summarise your research proposal including essential background, research questions, expected outcomes, and how the project will inform follow-on studies or interventions that could significantly improve the quality of life for those affected by meningitis through research, policy or implementation.


[bookmark: _Toc219359486]Applicants
You may list up to three co-applicants and their contact details. Co-applicants are expected to have a defined role and responsibility within the study. Please ensure you have their permission to include them on this application.

	
	 Lead Applicant
	Co-Applicant 1
	Co-Applicant 2 
	Co-Applicant 3

	Full Name
	
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	
	

	Post held 
	
	
	
	

	Early Career Researcher? Y*/N
	
	
	
	

	Institution / Organisation 
	
	
	
	

	Number of hours per week on project
	
	
	
	

	Contact details (email and phone number)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



*If the Lead Applicant is an Early Career Researcher (self-determined) please explain how they will be supported by the rest of the project team and/or collaborators. 





[bookmark: _Toc219359487]Administering Institution

The Administering Institution is usually the employing organisation of the Lead Applicant and submits invoices, financial statements and reports and distributes funds to any sub-awardees. 

	Administering Institution
	

	Address
	



[bookmark: _Toc113949565][bookmark: _Toc219359488]Collaborators

Collaborators are individuals who will provide support, advice, data or assistance at any points in the study design, implementation or dissemination. Unlike Co-Applicants, Collaborators are not expected to dedicate a regular amount of time to the study and they do not have a defined responsibility.  
It is the responsibility of the Lead Applicant to gain the written agreement from collaborators for their inclusion in this application. This may be attached to the application form (e.g. Letters of Support) but it is not required. The Meningitis Research Foundation may request proof of collaboration at any point. 
	Name of collaborator
	Contact details (institution and email)
	Full address of collaborator, including department and institution:
	Extent and nature of collaboration

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



I confirm that I have agreement from the collaborators stated above to be included on this research project:

Lead Applicant signature: 
Date: 
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[bookmark: _Toc219359489]Research Proposal  

Your proposal must address one or more of the following aims:
1. Generate new data and evidence on the sequalae risk factors, burden and impact of meningitis on individuals and/or their support network.
2. Develop, test or refine methods and tool to improve how we identify and/or measure sequelae and the impact of meningitis
3. Develop, test or refine approaches or interventions to reduce the impact of meningitis sequelae and directly improve quality of life for individuals and/or their support network

Data tables, graphs and images which are necessary for a reviewer to understand your proposal should be embedded into the appropriate section. If generative AI has been used to create figures, this should be disclosed under each one as outlined in our Policy on the Use of AI.
Please use Appendix 1 at the end of this application form for any supportive material for your research proposal. 

[bookmark: _Toc219359490]Title


[bookmark: _Toc219359491]Word count (max 3500 words)


[bookmark: _Toc219359492]Goal 
Describe the research question/hypothesis and explain how your project contributes to understanding or addressing the lifetime impacts of meningitis. 


[bookmark: _Toc219359493]Objectives and key milestones 
List the objectives and key milestones for this project and explain how these will assist in addressing your hypothesis. 



Please embed a Gantt chart (image or table format) showing the timeline for delivery of the above objectives and milestones.


[bookmark: _Toc219359494]Background
A concise overview of how the proposed research relates to existing knowledge, highlighting key previous work by the applicant(s) and others. Include only essential references. For any work that is submitted or in press, summarise its content and upload relevant manuscripts as supplementary material. 



[bookmark: _Toc219359495]Plan and methods 
Outline a high-level plan for achieving your objectives, detailing experimental design, methods, and techniques to demonstrate feasibility. Where methodology will be developed as part of the study, please make this clear. Please include power calculations, where relevant, to justify study size, duration, and design.



[bookmark: _Toc219359496]Involvement of people with lived experience 
Describe if people with lived experience of meningitis were consulted in the development of this application, and how people with lived experience will be meaningfully and inclusively involved in your research project, including any compensation or support. If not currently included, explain why and outline future opportunities for involvement.



[bookmark: _Toc219359497]Expected outputs, outcomes and impact
Please describe the anticipated outputs from your study and how they will contribute to outcomes and potential impact. To help you structure this section, we recommend addressing these in the following order: 

· Outputs: data, materials, tools, software, or other products of the research. Please describe how you intend to make these outputs available and accessible by others, and if there are any limits on sharing. 
· Outcomes: the short to medium effects of your outputs. 
· Impact: broader, lasting change you hope your research will contribute to and how it will improve the lives of people affected by meningitis. 



[bookmark: _Toc219359498]Anticipated next steps 
These grants provide seed funding to build partnerships and generate pilot data, with the aim of supporting future, larger-scale funding applications. While you don’t need to identify specific funders, briefly outline the next steps you anticipate after this catalytic grant. 


[bookmark: _Toc219359499]Challenges and risks 
Outline anticipated challenges, risks and your mitigation plan.



[bookmark: _Toc219359500]Communication plan
Outline proposed plans, including methods and audiences, for communicating the research outputs. We have some tips in our Further Guidance for Applicants on the MRF website. 




[bookmark: _Toc219359501]Equity, diversity and inclusion 
Please describe how you will promote equity, diversity and inclusion within your project team and research practices. This may include recruitment, collaboration, decision-making, accessibility and inclusive engagement with participants or communities.  
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[bookmark: _Toc219359503]Plain English Summary
Describe in plain language, avoiding technical terms and acronyms, what the project is about, why it is important, and the short-term and longer-term impacts you hope to achieve. This summary will be reviewed by our Lived Experience Advisers, who may not have a scientific background, and their feedback contributes to the overall funding recommendation.

If your application is successful, your plain English summary, or excerpts from it, may also be used in Meningitis Research Foundation’s public materials, such as our website, social media, newsletters, and reports.

For tips and guidance on writing a lay summary, please refer to our Further Guidance for Applicants on the Meningitis Research Foundation website. 
Title in plain language (max. 120 characters)


Summary in plain language (max. 250 words)




Social media summary (max. 150 words)
Please provide a brief and engaging summary, which will be used for platforms like Twitter/X, Instagram, and LinkedIn. Focus on what is exciting or potentially most impactful for people affected by meningitis, avoiding acronyms and technical terms.


[bookmark: _Toc219359504]Support requested in £ sterling and detailed justification of support

Please complete the Budget Spreadsheet and ensure it is submitted as a separate file alongside your application. Costs must be in GBP £ and all costs must be justified.

Eligible organisations may include overhead costs as part of their funding request. To determine your eligibility, and for further explanation of what is in or out of scope for funding, please refer to the Further Guidance for Applicants on the MRF website. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Research Team at researchteam@meningitis.org

[bookmark: _Toc113949570][bookmark: _Toc219359505]Use of human participants or human tissue

The Foundation will consider applications before ethics committee approval is obtained. However, funding will not be released until written confirmation of ethics approval has been received.  We would normally expect ethics approval within 3-6 months of notification of successful funding.

Does this project involve the use of human participants or human tissue?
Yes/No
	
If yes, has a submission been made to the relevant Ethics Committee?
Yes/No

a. If yes, please attach copies of your submission to the relevant Ethics Committee(s) along with your letter of approval if available (along with translation into English for documents in other languages).

b. [bookmark: _Toc113949571]If no, please state which Ethics Committee you will apply to and describe below your anticipated timeline for obtaining it and outline any preparatory steps already taken or planned.



[bookmark: _Toc219359506]Experiments involving animals

Does this project involve the use of human participants or human tissue?
Yes/No

If yes, with reference to our Policy on the Use of Animals in Research, complete a separate ‘Proposals Involving Animals’ form which can be downloaded here. Please send this via email to researchteam@meningitis.org along with this main application form and your budget. 

[bookmark: _Toc219359507]Use of Generative AI Tools

With reference to our Policy on the Use of AI, please disclose any use of generative AI tools in preparing your application. 

Has generative AI been used in the preparation of any part of this application?
Yes/No

If yes, indicate which sections were supported and how you validated the outputs. (max 500 words).


[bookmark: _Toc219359508]Sustainability Considerations 
Outline any known or anticipated environmental impacts of your proposed research and briefly describe any steps you plan to take to minimise them e.g., minimising plane travel, waste management, use of sustainable materials. 

[bookmark: _Toc113949572][bookmark: _Toc219359509]Intellectual Property

a. Are there any pre-existing agreements with commercial/academic/other organisations, or intellectual property protection arrangements that could restrict dissemination of this research? 

Yes/No
		
If yes, please give details here:


b. Are there likely to be any patentable or commercially exploitable results arising from this grant?

Yes/No
	
If yes, please give details here: 


c. Are there any pre-existing agreements with commercial/academic/other organisations, or intellectual property protection arrangements that could restrict revenue sharing from IP created by this grant? 

Yes/No
		
If yes, please give details here:

[bookmark: _Toc113949573][bookmark: _Toc219359510]Other research grants and grant applications

a. Has this application, or a similar one, been submitted elsewhere (either currently or in the past year)?

Yes/No

If yes, please specify:
· The organisation(s) and submission date(s)
· Whether a decision is pending or has been made (including the result of decision)
· If this is a resubmission to the Meningitis Research Foundation, please attach a brief cover letter explaining how this version differs from the original


b. Have you or your co-applicants previously held any grants from the Meningitis Research Foundation?

Yes/No
	
If yes, please list project titles and start dates along with any resulting publications and other outputs.



c. Where the Lead Applicant and/or Co-Applicants hold other active grants, please list these below including name of awarding body, title of project, amount awarded and dates of support.



d. If your project will be delivered in a health and/or social care setting, you may be able to seek additional support from the NIHR Research Delivery Network. 

You can enquire about eligibility via supportmystudy@nihr.ac.uk to be put in touch with someone who can provide further information on the support that the NIHR Research Delivery Network offers through the NIHR Study Support Service. Alternatively, please visit the NIHR Study Support Service web page.

If you have already contacted them, please provide a contact name and email address.



[bookmark: _Toc219359511]Due Diligence

To ensure compliance and responsible use of funds, we require all applicants to provide key organisational details for due diligence purposes. This helps us verify your eligibility and assess financial and governance standards before awarding a grant. This form should be completed by the administering organisation who would receive the grant funding and must be uploaded as part of the application.
Please complete the provided form and return it alongside your application. 
[bookmark: _Toc113949576][bookmark: _Toc219359512]Curriculum Vitae of Applicants/Staff

Attach a short CV (max 2 pages) for each applicant and for any named staff for whom salary support is requested to Appendix 2 of this application form.  

Please ensure each CV contains the following:
· Education and experience relevant to their role in this research proposal
· Whether the applicant has links (e.g. consultancies, equity holdings) to companies or other organisations that are relevant to the current proposal and any potential commercialisation.
· Details of relevant authored peer-reviewed publications
[bookmark: _Toc219359513]Conflicts of Interest
To ensure fairness, transparency, and integrity in the grant review process, all applicants can disclose any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest. A conflict of interest arises when personal, professional, or financial interests could compromise the impartiality of the application review or decision-making process. 

Please describe any conflicts of interest that you may have with our Scientific Advisory Panel who will be reviewing submitted research proposals for suitability for funding. This may include relationships, financial interests, institution affiliations or other interests.


[bookmark: _Toc113949574][bookmark: _Toc219359514]Applicants’ declaration

I have read the Terms and Conditions and if a grant is made, I agree to:
i. Inform Meningitis Research Foundation of any changes to details set out in the application
ii. Ensure that all staff involved in the project are committed to upholding the principles and obligations outlined in the Terms and Conditions

I will be actively engaged and have day-to-day oversight of the project.

	To be signed by: 
	Signature
	Name in block capitals
	Date


	Principal Applicant

	
	
	

	Co-Applicant 1
	
	
	

	Co-Applicant 2
	
	
	

	Co-Applicant 3

	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc219359515]Organisational Approval 

Please complete details for a representative of the Administering Institution, known as the Organisation Approver, who must have authority to review and approve the budget and due diligence form, as well sign the Terms & Conditions if the application is successful. This is usually a Head of Department, Director of Finance, or Senior Leadership Member

Please ensure that a representative of the Administering Institution completes the below declaration. Also known as the Organsation Approver, they must have authority to review and approve: the project budget, the due diligence form, as well sign the Terms & Conditions if the application is successful. This is usually a Head of Department, Director of Finance, or Senior Leadership Member. 

I confirm that I have read this application and that, if granted, the work will be accommodated and administered in the Department/Institution in accordance with the terms and conditions of grant aid of Meningitis Research Foundation.  The staff salaries and other costs quoted in the budget are correct and in accordance with the normal practice of this institution.  I confirm the accuracy of details submitted in the Due Diligence form. 

	
	Organisation Approver

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	

	Title:     
	

	Name and Initials (Block Capitals):
	

	Position held:
	

	Institution:
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone No:
	

	Email:
	





[bookmark: _Toc219359516]Appendix 1

Please use this for any supplementary data, informative or supportive documents that relate to your research proposal 



[bookmark: _Toc219359517]Appendix 2

Please insert 2-page CVs for each Co-Applicant and named member of staff who would work on the research study
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