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#5
Bacterial meningitis in babies 0-90 days of age: assessment of healthcare delivery.

Recruitment ends 30/06/2013, 9 babies left to the target 100!
Exciting news: Happy new year to all!


Two new NHS Trusts: Tameside Acute Hospitals and Barts and the London NHS Trust
have granted NHS R+D approval. The study has been set up in 91 Trusts (Participant
Identification Centres).



91 babies recruited from 44 NHS Trusts across England!

Start
End

Case ascertainment
and recruitment flow.

Please let us know of any new eligible
case and continue to help by forwarding
study packs to parents.
If you wish to discuss any case or need
help with any study related issues,
please contact:
Dr I Okike on iokike@sgul.ac.uk or or
iokike@nhs.net or Tel: 02087252788

Eligibility criteria:
A significant bacteria from CSF.
OR
CSF pleocytosis and significant bacteria
from blood.
Pleocytosis:
Babies 0-28 days of age: ≥ 20 cells / mm3
Babies 29-90 days of age: ≥ 10 cells / mm3
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A big thank you to all the families taking part in the study.
We are very grateful to all the meningitis support charities, Group B Strep
Support and the local PIC Teams.

NHS Trusts and recruitment
Trust

Recruited

St George’s London

6

Southampton

6

Musgrove Park

6

Bristol (BCH)

5

Derby Children’s

5

Northumbria

3

St Mary’s Isle of Wight

3

Sunderland

3

USM (Wythenshawe)

3

Alder Hey

3

Portsmouth

3

Countess of Chester

3

Oxford

3

Evelina Chi Hosp

2

Homerton

2

Watford General

2

New Cross

2

Tameside Acute

2

Queens Romford

2

James Cook (South Tees)

2

B’ham Women`s

2

Blackpool

1

Burnley (East Lancs)

1

St Mary`s / H’smith

1

Hillingdon

1

Medway Maritime

1

Kingston Hospital

1

Lincoln County

1

Norfolk & Norwich

1

North Middlesex

1

Leicestershire Royal Infirmary

1

RAGI (Wigan)

1

Royal Devon + Exeter

1

Royal Shrewsbury

1

Scarborough

1

Sheffield Teaching

1

Southport & Ormskirk

1

St Peters Chertsey

1

St Richard’s Chichester

1

UCHW (Coventry)

1

UCLH

1

Whipps Cross

1

Worcester

1

York

1

Frequently asked questions
Can I notify meningitis of any causes? NO, only
confirmed bacterial meningitis in babies 0-90
days of age. (see eligibility criteria).
When will the study end? Recruitment continues
until the end of June 2013.
Can I still notify the researcher about a new case?
YES
Can I discuss a case with the researcher? YES
Do I have to complete a questionnaire? NO, only
parents and the study research fellow complete
a questionnaire. The study research fellow
(Dr Okike) has a letter of access to visit your
Trust.
Can parents contact research team?
YES, using the contact details given
Can I request and keep some study packs and give
to parents when a case is identified locally? No.
We send out the packs to you from St George’s.
We can therefore keep a log of all packs sent
and study number, avoiding duplicates and
matching them when parents return the consent
form/ questionnaire.
Do I need to affix any stamp before postage of the
study packs? NO. All packs are accompanied by
prepaid stamped envelopes.
How many NHS Trusts have granted R+D approval? 91 NHS Trusts in England and 7 Health
boards in Wales.
How many Trusts have so far recruited a case?
44 NHS Trusts in England have recruited 90
babies (list in table).
What can I do after I have sent a pack to parents?
You may wish to make contact with them to see
if they have received the pack.
Can I request for a second pack for the same parents? Yes if you find out that the parents did not
receive the study pack or misplaced it, we are
happy to send another pack to you
Can I send a reminder letter to parents if I know
that they have received the study pack?
YES, there is an approved reminder letter
which you can use.
Can I make changes to the optional letter? YES,
letter should be locally adapted to the Trust
letter headed paper and to suit the baby’s
condition as well (for example to acknowledge
impairment or death).
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