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Bacterial meningitis in babies <90 days of age: the current burden of disease (NEOMEN). Beginning July 2010. 

Main investigator: Dr Paul Heath Consultant Paediatrician, 
Clinical Research Fellow Dr. Ifeanyichukwu Okike


	Background
	Newborn babies run a higher risk of meningitis than any other age group.  Although better antibiotics have improved the chances of surviving meningitis for babies affected, it is still a very serious illness.  There are no vaccines against the main types of neonatal bacterial meningitis, so it is even more important to find ways of improving treatment. 
In order to do this, we need to find out about the burden of neonatal meningitis: how many cases are there? What are the causes? How are they treated? What are the outcomes? 



	Co-investigators
	Prof Mary Cafferkey. Director Irish Meningococcal and Meningitis Reference Laboratory

Dr. Katy Sinka Health Protection Scotland

Dr Laura Jones Consultant Paediatrician, Edinburgh

Dr. Nelly Ninis Consultant  Paediatrician, St  Mary’s Hospital, Paddington

Dr Alan Johnson, Clinical Scientist, Health Protection Agency 

Dr. Mark Anthony. Consultant Neonatologist, Oxford

	Coverage
	United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland



	Duration
	July 2010 to August 2011



	Case 

definition
	Any case where the doctor has made a clinical diagnosis of bacterial meningitis in babies less than 90 days of age.



	Reporting instructions for parents
	If your baby was affected by bacterial meningitis between July 2010 and August 2011 in the UK or Republic of Ireland, and got the illness when they were less than 90 days of age, contact Meningitis Research Foundation by email (helpline@meningitis.org) or on our 24 hour Freefone Helpline 080 88003344 in the UK or 1800 41 33 44 in the Republic of Ireland. We will tell you about the study, and if you give your verbal consent then we will ask you for some basic information to complete a form which we will send to the study research fellow. This form will include information such as: name of baby, date of birth, date of admission, name of hospital, etc. When the study research fellow gets the form, he will contact the paediatrician at the hospital to find out more about the case.  No contact will be made by the research team with parents directly.

Three other charities: Group B Strep Support, Meningitis UK and the Meningitis Trust have also agreed to help identify cases of neonatal meningitis for this study.

	Methods
	Paediatricians will be sent a questionnaire which explores demographic and clinical information about the infant and mother.  A postage paid return envelope will be enclosed with the questionnaire.



	Ethics approval
	This study has been approved by the Cambridge REC2 (Ref: 10/H0308/45)


	Funding
	Meningitis Research Foundation
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