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Genetics meeting
The Foundation recently organised a meeting in Oxford of eminent
researchers to discuss the future of research into human genetics of
meningococcal disease.
We already know that susceptibility and
severity of meningococcal disease are,
to a certain extent, governed by genetic
factors and Foundation funded
research now involves two large DNA
collections.
The first, at Imperial College at St
Mary’s, has collected DNA from
members of the Foundation who have
given blood for research to fight back
against this deadly disease. In the last
issue of Microscope we reported
findings from the second, which utilises
blood samples from patients all over

the UK sent to the Meningococcal
Reference Unit for diagnosis. Between
them findings from these two projects
have already resulted in 14 published
papers.
The Foundation is now working with
experts across the UK to find the best
way to take forward our expanding
understanding of this important field,
explore the potential for collaboration
and accelerate the pace of research.
Young Beth George blowing up a
storm for Make Music with Marvin.
Read the full story on page 6

Taking the Fastnet challenge for the Foundation
A recent reception in the heart of Mayfair, London launched the fundraising link up between the Foundation and one of
the crews of this year’s Rolex Fastnet Race.
The Fastnet Race is one of the greatest
challenges in sailing, running a course
of 615nm from the Isle of Wight, out into
the Irish Sea, around the Fastnet Rock,
lying off southern Ireland, and then back
to Plymouth for the finish.
Skippered by Poole's harbour pilot,
Jim Macgregor, the MRF Challenge crew
is made up of men and women from
leading firms within the construction
industry.
The crew decided to take on the
extra challenge of raising at least
£75,000 for our vital work as members
of the team have personal experience of
meningitis and septicaemia.
At the reception, kindly hosted by the
Halcyon Gallery, and covered in a recent
Trustee David Moëd at the helm of
Flair iv

edition of Hello! magazine, canapés and
drinks were served before guests were
invited to bid for a series of unique
opportunities. These included being part
of the crew in one of the Fastnet
qualifying races, the successful bidder
being Foundation Trustee David Moëd.
The auction contributed to the team’s
fundraising target. You too can help in
many ways as well - from a simple
donation to spinnaker sponsorship. For
more details call our fundraising team on
01454 281814.

From Denise
Vaughan
Welcome to the summer
edition of our quarterly
newsletter Microscope,
where we aim to give
our members and
supporters a flavour of
some of our recent work.
As always there has been a huge amount going on
and the editor, Adrian Robson, has had to cut some
articles for reasons of space. I hope that if your
story didn’t make it, you’ll forgive us, and enjoy
reading some of the many ways we’ve put your
money to work.
Here at the Foundation, we’re concerned that
many members of the public think the Men C
vaccine will protect against all forms of the
diseases. That’s why public awareness continues to
be a priority for us. As mentioned in the last edition
of Microscope, our most recent public awareness
publication, Totwatch, has been distributed to all GP
surgeries in the UK and Ireland. Read more about
how Totwatch and our other resources have helped
to save lives on page 5.
Totwatch has also formed part of our highly
successful Make Music with Marvin initiative (page
6). I am pleased to know that so many nurseries
throughout the UK and Ireland have joined in so
enthusiastically.
The 24 hour helpline is another service that is
high on our list of priorities. In the last couple of
months our team has been kept very busy,
particularly answering questions about the Hib
booster vaccines for children aged between six
months and four years old in the UK. See page 4 for
more details.
Vital scientific research continues to account for
nearly half of all our expenditure, contributing
greatly to the research advances which are being
made all the time. Of particular interest is the
relationship between genetics and meningitis and
septicaemia. However, with such a fledgling science
it is important that information is shared to facilitate
further breakthroughs. We hope that our recent
meeting at Oxford (front page) will contribute to the
process of maximising the undoubted potential in
this area.
As well as thanking all supporters of the
Foundation, can I add my own personal thanks to
students throughout the UK and Ireland (page 6).
The amount of fundraising that you do, while
juggling the demands of course work, is greatly
appreciated by everyone here at the Foundation.
And on a similar note, many thanks to Guilbert
UK Ltd for choosing to work with us this year. You
might like to add your support by snapping up their
fabulous summer goodie bag offer on page 7.

Chief Executive
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Net improvement
Since its revamp last September, the Foundation’s website has
averaged around 30,000 unique visitors a month. It has also been
continually rated the number one site in the world on the subject of
meningitis by the independent Geneva-based Health on the Net
Foundation.
But we’re always looking for ways
to improve the site. That's why the
Foundation has started the
process of working towards the
quality standards for websites for
the NHS Direct Online
Information Partners
Programme. Already the
Foundation has achieved
the status of Associate
Information Partner. As
progress is made towards
the next target, full
information partnership, we’ll
keep you informed.
But in the meantime if
you have any comments or
suggestions for improvement
to the site at
www.meningitis.org our
webmaster, Adrian Robson,

would love to hear from you. Call
him on 01454 281811 or email
adrianrobson@meningitis.org

Get into the Groove (Hoob)
Children of Foundation members had a riot of a time at the recent
Nick Jr Live show.
Nick Jr is Nickelodeon’s preschool channel and the event in
April at Grosvenor Park Hotel
was also attended by children of
celebrities such as Tony
Blackburn, Patsy Palmer,
Daniella Westbrook and Emma
Forbes.
But the real celebrities on
show were the stars of Nick Jr:
Thomas the Tank Engine’s Fat
Controller; Iver, Groove and Tula
from the Hoobs; Maisy the
Mouse; and Blue from Blue’s
Clues (if you don’t know who
they are, ask a three year old).
Not only was a great time
had by all but the Foundation
was Nickelodeon's charity to
benefit from the event to the
tune of £5,000. Thanks to all
concerned.
Patsy Palmer and children at the
Nick Jr event

Further genetics
work published
Researchers at Imperial College at St
Mary’s have published new findings
from the programme of work, Genetic
Susceptibility to Meningitis and
Septicaemia and Factors Controlling
Severity of Disease, research to which
many members of the Foundation
have contributed samples.
One outcome of this study was published
in the top scientific journal, Proceedings
of the National Academy of Science. The
researchers studied a human protein,
TLR4, involved in the early stages of
defence against attack by meningococcal
bacteria. They compared gene
combinations coding for TLR4 from
patients with meningococcal septicaemia
to those in people who did not have the
disease, and found that many people who
had meningococcal septicaemia had a
defect (mutation) in their TLR4 gene. This
suggests that the mutation may reduce
TLR4’s ability to detect meningococcal
toxins in time for the immune system to
mount a defence, giving the bacteria
more time to cause serious disease.
Another paper reports the first use of
genetic analysis to calculate the
increased risk of meningococcal disease
in brothers and sisters of children
affected compared with the risk of
disease in the general population. The
researchers found that in the families
affected, genetic factors did contribute to
the higher risk, but other factors were
also important. As well as being
published in the journal Epidemiology and
Infection, the findings were presented at
national and international conferences
and won the Astra Zeneca prize for the
best oral presentation.
This and other published work
resulting from this programme of work
highlights the importance of research into
the role of human genetics in
meningococcal disease. The individual
implications of this area of research for
families affected by meningococcal
disease is, however, still at an early stage.

Sunita Sinha at work in the lab
at St Mary’s

RESEARCH
Foundation funded project Forecasting Meningitis Epidemics
in Africa - leads to further research
Researchers from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine have been
studying meningitis epidemics in Africa. Although meningococcal disease
occurs worldwide, most disease occurs in the ‘meningitis belt’ which covers
15 countries across Africa.
As well as consistently high levels of the
disease, the area also suffers from huge
epidemics on a regular basis. Since the
late 1980s the size and persistence of
these epidemics have overwhelmed
local health services, with 190,000
cases being reported in 1996, prompting
appeals for international help. However,
help often comes too late to prevent or
control an epidemic.
Meningitis epidemics in Africa
happen in their ‘dry’ season, stopping as
soon as rain starts falling, and so
scientists have long suspected that
climate has an important role to play in
these epidemics. Since 1998,
researchers from Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine, funded by the
Foundation, have been investigating the
relationship between the spread of
meningitis and changes in the weather
and environmental factors.
The project has shown that humidity,
the type of land cover (eg forest or
desert), the number of people living in
an area, certain soil types and the way
that dust moves through the area can be
used to predict epidemics. They have
also found that regions outside the
classic meningitis belt are susceptible to
epidemics and that densely populated

areas may have an increased risk in the
future. The researchers have used this
information to develop a large-scale
model which accurately predicted the
areas affected by meningitis epidemics
in 2000, 2001 and 2002. They presented
their models to the World Health
Organisation and discussed the vaccine
strategy implications.
Additional funding has now been
awarded by the Foundation to develop
an enhanced, detailed model focusing
on Ethiopia, which is often ravaged by
epidemic meningitis and famine. This
will enable prevention and treatment
strategies to be put in place, thereby
saving lives.

Low risk
Moderate risk
High risk
Very high risk

The ‘meningitis belt’ in Africa

Improved identification technique
A collaboration between scientists in Belfast, Dublin and Manchester, part
funded by the Foundation, has led to the development of a new improved
technique to identify types of meningitis.
The study has been published in the
Journal of Applied Microbiology.
Researchers found that samples of
blood and cerebrospinal fluid (the fluid
that surrounds the brain and spinal cord)
taken from patients with suspected
bacterial meningitis can become
contaminated with other bacteria from
the skin. This makes it more difficult to
get an accurate diagnosis and the
problem becomes more complicated
once antibiotic treatment has started.

The improved technique enables
scientists to separate the bacteria
responsible for causing disease from the
rest of the contaminated sample, thus
speeding up diagnosis. This will lead to
better surveillance information about
different types of meningitis, which is
important for public health policies, and
it will help ensure that appropriate
treatment is given.
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INFORMATION &
Hib booster
update
In the last edition of Microscope, we
mentioned that all children aged
between six months and four years
old in the UK were to be offered an
extra vaccine against Haemophilus
Influenzae type b (Hib).
Hib can cause a range of serious
illnesses, most frequently meningitis, as
well as milder ailments. With a small but
significant rise in cases of Hib disease,
the government’s expert advisors
recommended a vaccine booster
campaign, which was announced in
January and began in late spring.
The Foundation welcomed this
announcement and widely publicised its
24 hour helpline to respond to queries
the public might have.
In addition to our helpline taking
calls from the public and health
professonals with questions about Hib
and the vaccine, we have also posted
up-to-date information on our website.
To date, more than 2,500 questions
have been asked of our helpline team
and the following graph breaks that
figure down into the type of questions
asked:

EDUCATION

Northern Ireland
The Hib booster campaign (see story left) was launched in Northern Ireland on 12
May by Chief Medical Officer Henrietta Campbell.
Northern Ireland manager Diane
McConnell was in attendance at the
Ardmore Medical Centre, to lend the
Foundation’s support. As part of the
campaign, health centres have been sent
and encouraged to pass on copies of the
Foundation’s latest public information
resource, Tot Watch, to parents and other
carers of children in the target age group
receiving the Hib Booster.
Investing for Health is a public health
strategy of the Northern Ireland Executive
containing a framework for action to
improve health and well-being and reduce
health inequalities. It is based on
partnership working amongst key
statutory, voluntary and community
organisations.
The Belfast office was delighted to be
invited to join the Investing for Health
partnership of the Eastern Health Board,
which represents an excellent opportunity
to promote the work of the Foundation. In
addition, we have been registered with
Wellnet, the interactive website set up to
facilitate the working of the partnership.
Our Information and Education Officer,
Liz Hamilton, recently met with Caroline
Bradley from EBCHIP (East Belfast
Community Health Information Project).

Questions to Meningitis Research Foundation
helpline on Hib booster campaign 2003

This is one of the Healthy Living Centres
funded by the New Opportunities Fund.
As this project works with ten communities
in East Belfast, this will provide various
opportunities to distribute literature and to
provide information sessions.
Out in the community, Tullycarnet
Healthy Neighbourhood Project invited us
to set up an information stand at their
Health Information Day at Tullycarnet
Primary School.

Pictured outside Belfast Children’s
Hospital, Donna McGeary (Chair RCN
A&E forum), Dermot Irwin, Diane
McConnell (NI manager), with Judith
Parr from the Ulster Bank Charity Fund,
sponsors of our new Vital Signs card for
nurses.
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Creating awareness of meningitis and septicaemia has been aided by the
introduction of two new resources to the ever-increasing range of awareness
material produced by the Foundation.
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When/where/how to get it?

Safety / side effects

Additional Questions

Queries from health
professionals
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Why have it?
How does it work?
Does my child really need it?
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Totwatch, which shows the symptoms
in toddlers, has been distributed to
2,800 nurseries, crèches and
childminders around the country. The
feedback has been very positive, with
many requests for further copies of the
resource.
Support for You, publicising the
services the Foundation can offer to
those affected by meningitis and
septicaemia, including the charity’s
LoCall 24 hour helpline number, has
been sent to all directors of nursing

and infection control departments in
hospitals throughout the country.
Talks have been given in one of the
main teacher training colleges in
Ireland, Mary Immaculate College. By
speaking to students it will make them
aware of the symptoms to aid early
detection of meningitis and septicaemia
should a child become ill at school. It is
hoped that this awareness talk will
become a regular part of student
studies in health promotion at the
college.

England and Wales
In the England and Wales office we’ve been concentrating on getting out and
delivering awareness messages to both health professionals and the public.
Our Head of Research and Medical
Information, Linda Glennie, recently
delivered a talk at a high dependency
nursing conference at the education centre
of Bristol Children’s Hospital on the
background and outcome of the
development of the Foundation’s Vital
Signs for Frontline Nurses. Linda also
presented a talk, sponsored by Wyeth, at
the recent Royal College of Nursing
Conference, updating the current position
regarding vaccinations for meningitis and
septicaemia.
Our helpline and membership team has
also been out and about. Head of
department, Sarah Unsworth, visited
Grange Community School to talk to the
sixth formers about awareness of the
diseases and the impact of research.
Sarah is also a regular speaker at Lincoln
Health Professionals’ Infection Control
Study Days and Wiltshire GPs' Study

Days, providing information on the
epidemiology and after effects of the
diseases. Other members of the team
have also presented information to
audiences as diverse as at the Celebration
of Volunteers day in Bradley Stoke, Bristol
and at the Women’s Health Awareness
Weekend at the Central Mosque, Regent’s
Park, London. The team, ably supported
by members, also make sure that they
attend as many fundraising events as
possible to spread the awareness
message.
We’re currently drawing up our
programme of talks for the rest of this
year, so if you would like a talk at your
workplace, conference or community get
together, or would like us to supply
information for display at your event, don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Scotland
An information evening in Perth formed part of the Scottish Office’s tenth
anniversary roadshow to tell people all over Scotland about our work.
Part of the evening consisted of two
Foundation members sharing their
experiences of the diseases. Roger
Shenfield talked of the support his wife, as
a trained befriender, has given to others
with similar personal experiences of the
diseases, and Pam Cochrane spoke about
how her life changed dramatically when
she lost both of her feet as a result of
meningococcal septicaemia.
Linda Glennie, Head of Research and
Medical Information, also travelled to Perth
and gave a fascinating insight into the
progress being made through the
Foundation’s extensive programme of
research.
Additionally, Shona Halley from Tayside
Public Health Department outlined how
cases of the diseases are managed in the
area and explained her role in raising
awareness of meningitis and septicaemia
throughout the year.
Many thanks to everyone who took part
in the evening and to Barbara Weir for
providing the venue. Following the success
of the Perth event we will be holding further
roadshows in Glasgow, Aberdeen,
Edinburgh and Inverness in the coming
months.
Rili recently visited Balerno High School
to highlight the symptoms of meningitis and
septicaemia to a group of sixth form
students. Most of the 50 students will be
heading away from home for university this

autumn, so all were given copies of our
awareness literature for students and
young adults - Get it Sussed.
Good news on the vaccine front in
Scotland where the Scottish Executive has
recently announced the introduction of
pneumococcal vaccine for all adults aged
65 and over. Our Information and Education
Officer, Rili Craig, has started work as part
of the Pneumococcal Vaccine Advisory
Group which aims to support the campaign,
particularly by raising awareness within the
target group.
The Scottish pneumococcal vaccine
programme joins similar ones in Ireland. A
programme in England and Wales will be
rolled out between autumn 2003 and 2005.

Life saving
information
Our new Tot Watch leaflet (see last
edition) is already paying
dividends.
With the support of Wyeth Vaccines
we were able to print 750,000 copies
of this leaflet, of which over 600,000
copies have already been distributed
throughout the UK and Ireland.
Following the initial distribution,
we were almost immediately
contacted by one mother who picked
up a copy from her two year old
son’s nursery and was able to spot
the symptoms in him as a result.
This enabled her to seek medical
attention immediately and we are
delighted to say that the child has
made a full recovery.
It’s not just new resources like Tot
Watch that are proving effective. A
recent caller to our helpline credited
our resource, Meningitis Baby Watch,
with identifying the symptoms in her
baby. We also know cases are
recognised using our other
resources, such as the 30 second
television infomercial. It is good to
know that our awareness programme
is achieving its ultimate aim - saving
lives.
And Totwatch has also been
playing its part in the highly
successful Make Music with Marvin
nursery fundraising and awareness
campaign. Read more on page 6.

Rili Craig, Scottish
Information and
Education Officer and
paramedic Derek
Young with our new
card, Meningococcal
Septicaemia Identification and
Management for
Ambulance Personnel.
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Marathon effort
Many thanks to all the runners who took part in this year’s
Flora London Marathon in April.
At present the Foundation is on
target to raise a fantastic
£50,000. But to achieve that
target we really need runners
with outstanding sponsorship
money to send it in as soon as possible.
Remember that we’re happy for the money
to come in a bit at a time and that we can
supply you with paying in slips to ease the
process.
Sunday 18 April 2004 may seem like a
long way off but now's the time to get
thinking about next year’s Flora London
Marathon as an early application will
increase your chances of getting a place.
To have the best chance of running apply
to the Foundation for one of our 10
guaranteed places and the race organisers
for one of their places.
You can contact the organisers from
1 August on 020 7902 0189 or check out
their website www.london-marathon.co.uk,
and you can apply for one of our ten

The relief of the finishing line. Phil
Wicks having given his all at the
London Marathon after running for the
second time for the Foundation
Golden Bond places by calling 01454
281814 or emailing
fundraising@meningitis.org.
And if you can’t wait until April, there
are plenty of other great runs that you can
take part in throughout the year. Check out
our Calendar of Events on the back page
for more information.

Nurseries and Marvin make
money for meningitis
In the last edition of Microscope, we introduced our monster
Marvin’s latest fundraising idea – Make Music with Marvin.
We were inviting
nurseries throughout
the UK and Ireland
to join in with
Marvin’s musical
madness during
May and the results
have been terrific.
The Happy Gang - Over 330 nurseries
the brightest stars contacted the
of singalong fun for Foundation to say
children - lending that they’d be taking
part. Already we’ve
their support to
Marvin in Scotland received nearly
£21,000 (over
€30,000) in money raised at Make Music
with Marvin events, and it’s hoped that
the final figure will be around £40,000
(€58,800).
As well as these fantastic totals, Make
Music with Marvin has also been a
success in raising awareness. Copies of
Tot Watch - our awareness leaflet for
parents and other carers of toddlers -
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were also distributed to nurseries
thoughout the UK and Ireland. And
requests for further copies have been
received from nearly 2,000 nurseries.
We’re very pleased that the idea has
gone down so well, and that, by reports,
everyone has had great fun Making
Music with Marvin.

Three year olds Ceyen Dean and Lewis
Crossley raising the roof at the Cute
Companions nursery with their own-made
guitars (picture courtesy Telegraph and
Argus – Bradford)

Stunning
student success
We never fail to be amazed by
the effort that students put into
fundraising for the Foundation.
And the results get better every
year. In the last year …
● The fifth annual London Loot, a
two-day Easter collection where
students from across the UK
descend on the train stations and
streets of London, raised a
stunning £27,200 - a whopping
£9,000 up on the previous best.
● Rags at Aston, Bristol, Cardiff and
Edinburgh hosted Megaraids street collections involving students
from a number of different
universities - raising over £18,000 in
the process.
● Queens University Belfast Rag
committee donated £3,125 to the
Foundation.
● In March a benefit night was held in
Scorpions Nightclub in Waterford
following the death of Waterford
Institute of Technology (WIT)
student, Ger Sunderland, from
meningitis in January. Organised by
Peter Windle and WIT’s Students
Union the event raised almost
€3,000.
● Students from Bristol,
Loughborough and Manchester all
went on collecting tours over Easter
- giving up a week of their Easter
break - collecting in a different town
each day and raising almost
£12,000.
Adding up the totals for all these
events, and hundreds of others
throughout the UK and Ireland, in total
students raised almost £100,000 for the
Foundation in the last year. Thank
you all.

The Foundation’s Susan Cunningham
surrounded by some of the primary school
children from St Malachy’s, Clandeboye,
Bloomfield and Killcooly who took part in
the recent Easter eggtravaganza colouring
competition organised by Clandeboye
Centra store, which raised just over £400
for the Foundation.

Grab your Guilbert goody-bag
We’re delighted to be working with one of the most famous names in stationery, Guilbert, as they aim to
raise £50,000 for the Foundation.

As part of their fundraising, Guilbert
have put together a fabulous rucksack
crammed with summer goodies:

sunglasses in a pouch; a frisbee; a
disposable camera and a beach ball,
pictured left.
Priced at £7.50 they’re ideal for that
sudden dash to the beach, but you’ll
have to rush as well as numbers are
limited to 500. Make sure you don't miss
out by ordering now on 01454 281814.
Please note that this offer is not
available in the Republic of Ireland.
Our thanks to Guilbert for the packs
and to Alternative Mail and Parcels Ltd
who are sending the bags out for free.

News in brief

Scotland

England and Wales

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Many thanks to Darren Holden and
all at Old Loughtonians Gunners
Hockey Team for organising a race
night in memory of team mate Eddie
Rosen who died of meningococcal
septicaemia four years ago. £1,200
was raised on the night - a fantastic
tribute to ‘Big Eddie’.
Marvellous Heather Cleary scaled
Sydney Harbour Bridge raising over
£600. An incredible effort, especially
considering Heather lost her toes to
meningococcal septicaemia.
Well done to everyone at the Sidcup
David Lloyd Health and Fitness
Centre. It is hoped that three days of
fitness fundraising in memory of
Lucy Rendell will have raised in the
region of £8,000.
We’ve recently received donations of
almost £3,000 in memory of Lowri
Brown who tragically died from
pneumococcal meningitis in 1996,
aged just two years and eight
months. Family friend Graham
Hughes ran the London marathon
and parents Michael and Debbie
held a hog roast and disco to raise
the money.
Thanks to magnificent support from
all areas of the Llanidloes local
community, over £7,000 has been
received in the year since the death
of Charlie Martin - and the money's
still rolling in.
Congratulations to Ted and Betty
Dickens and their good friends
Steve and Pam Bedwell for recently
completing the St Albans Review
Half Marathon and sending us a
cheque for £287 in memory of their
granddaughter Jorden Emily Strain.

●

●

●

●

Latino spirit for employees of Sun
Micro Systems who took part in a
sponsored salsa in memory of
colleague Moira Chisholm. With
salsa lessons from East Coast
Salsa and a fantastic raffle organised
by Karen Anderson a great night
was had by all, raising £2,938.
Montrose Childminders walked
their way to a terrific £900 for the
charity.
Raising almost £500, Steven Moir
and Chris Robertson had their
heads shaved and legs waxed at a
race night held by Jill Sim and Gail
Johnston.
Staff at BAE Systems, Edinburgh
recently smashed through their
£10,000 target and vowed to go on
fundraising in memory of colleague
Doug Gibson.
Slimathoners all over Scotland lost
pounds during the springtime and
gained over £11,000 to beat
meningitis and septicaemia.

We are very grateful to Guilbert for
the support that they are giving us and
are having a great time working with
them.
If you work for a company that would
like to learn more about the benefits of
supporting the Foundation, we would
love to hear from you. Just phone your
local office to find out the different ways
we can work together to help beat
meningitis and septicaemia.

●

Republic of Ireland
●

●
●

●

●

Northern Ireland
●

●

●

●

Thanks to all those who took part in
the Belfast Marathon on 5 May 2003,
in particular, Ballyclare supporter
Peter Lennon who raised over
£1,000 and Mairead and Bobby
Bittles (Belfast) £300.
Omagh supporter Peter Skeffington
pounded his way to £1,260 at the
London Marathon.
Foundation Trustee Linda MacHugh
is part of Harvard Alumni which
organised a reunion dinner at Hilden
Brewery, Lisburn, raising a brilliant
£1,850 for the Foundation.
As one of the nominated charities for
the annual Glenavy and District

Vintage Indoor Rally the Foundation
received a very welcome £1,100.
Thanks to the happy campers in the
NI Camping and Caravan Club, the
Foundation received a generous
donation of £225.

●

Many thanks to John Ahern who
presented the Foundation with an
extremely generous donation of
€1,000.
Maria Wilder completed a parachute
jump, raising a fantastic €886.
Congratulations to everyone who
participated in Slimathon 2003 almost €8,000 was raised. Top
fundraiser was Sean Campbell who
raised an amazing €1,400!
Our pub quizzes have raised over
€12,000 since January this year.
Many thanks to John Doherty from
the Vintners Federation of Ireland
who promoted the quizzes free of
charge to members around the
country.
A hugely successful wine
appreciation evening at Wanderers
Football Club, hosted by Garratt
Sullivan of Corbally Wines, raised
over €6,000.
Following our annual awareness
campaign in February with Boots
the Chemists, a fantastic €17,634
was raised from sales of the charity’s
Marvin pins.

News in brief represents only a small
fraction of the donations we receive from
members and supporters. We thank
everyone who has given their time and
effort to help beat meningitis and
septicaemia.
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Calendar of events
August - October
Collections - Republic of Ireland
Volunteers are urgently required:
● August and September - All Ireland
football matches at Croke Park
● October 28 to 30 inclusive - Wexford
Opera Festival
● October 22 - Cork
If anyone has a few hours to spare on any
of the above dates please contact the
Foundation’s Dublin office on 01 496 9664.

August 2 - 4
Munro Madness, Scotland
Marvin is hoping to get to the top of many
Munros on the weekend of 2 - 4 August on your T-shirt! Contact Sarah Bromley on
0131 228 3322 to find out how you can
take part.

August 25
Mountain Madness
Choose a route suitable to your expertise
and raise money for the Foundation. Call
Susan in Belfast (028 9032 1284) or Enda
in Dublin (01 496 9664) for more details.

September
NI House to House month
Contact Dora in Belfast on 028 9032 1283
if you wish to collect in your local area.

September 1
Great Welsh Run - Cardiff
If you’ve got a place in this run around the
Principality’s capital and would like to
support the Foundation, Iain would love to
hear from you on 01454 281814.

September 4
Foundation Annual General Meeting
Open to all associate members. Phone the

Bristol office on 01454 281811 for more
details.

September 5
Second Golf Classic
Taking place at Turvey Golf Club,
Donabate, and organised by Margaret
O'Brien. More information is available from
Enda in our Dublin office on 01 496 9664.

September 7
The Bristol Half Marathon
If you have an independent place or would
like to find out how to gain one to benefit
the Foundation, call Iain on 01454 281814.

September 14
The Flora Light Women's 5K
Why not take part in this exclusive race in
Hyde Park and help raise vital funds for
the Foundation? Call Sarah Campbell on
01454 281814 for more details.

September 20 - 21
Garden Open Days
Gardens in and around Fundenhall in
Norwich will be open to the public in aid of
the Foundation on the above dates. The
event is organised by top fundraiser Violet
Browne in memory of her niece, Anne
Green. More details from the Fundraising
Department on 01454 281814.

September 21
Great North Run
It’s not too late to take part in the biggest
half marathon in the UK. If you have an
independent place and would like to
support the Foundation, call Sarah
Campbell (England and Wales) on 01454
281814 or Ann (Scotland) on 0131 228
3322. (NB all bond places now taken).

Midland Way Thornbury
Bristol BS35 2BS
Tel 01454 281811
Fax 01454 281094

24 hour helpline United Kingdom

133 Gilmore Place
Edinburgh EH3 9PP
Tel 0131 228 3322
Fax 0131 221 0300

24 hour helpline Republic of Ireland

71 Botanic Avenue
Belfast BT7 1JL
Tel 028 9032 1283
Fax 028 9032 1284
51 Cullenswood Road
The Triangle Ranelagh
Dublin 6
Tel 01 496 9664
Fax 01 496 9656

Freefone 080 8800 3344
LoCall 1890 41 33 44

September 21
Cork Mini Marathon
Once again, the Carrigaline Court Hotel in
Cork is kindly sponsoring the event on our
behalf. Anyone interested in taking part
should contact Keith Collins at the
Carrigaline Court Hotel on 021 437 1300
for sponsorship forms.

September 28
Cardiff Marathon
If you have a place for this year’s Cardiff
Marathon, we’d love you to run in aid of
the Foundation. We will provide you with a
runner’s pack, which includes a free
running vest. If you’re interested, please
call Iain on 01454 281814.

September 28
Loch Ness Marathon
If a half marathon just isn’t enough, it’s not
too late to run amongst some of the most
beautiful scenery in Scotland, and you can
do the fun run if a marathon is just too far!
Call Sarah Bromley on 0131 228 3322 for
more details.

Gail Porter on
Real Radio for
the Foundation
Gail Porter became the voice of the
Foundation on a series of
commercials for Real Radio recently.
The community action slots were
provided free by Real Radio and were
aired in Scotland, Yorkshire and South
Wales. Gail spoke on our behalf outlining
our work, highlighting the vital role of the
helpline and encouraging adventurous
individuals to take part in the UK record
parachute attempt.
We very much appreciate Gail’s
support and are delighted to report that
parachute numbers increased as a result
of the airtime. For those of you who
missed out on the UK record attempt you
can still take part in parachuting or other
action events for the Foundation by
calling your local office.
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